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EARL STEIN HOUSE

1._ Earl Stein House

kY

» 209 Revere Street, Midland, Michigan 48640

id

- Classificatian.. categoky: building. dﬂharship:
private. public acquisition: n/a. statQE=. ac:upied. 
accessible: vyes, reStricted. present use: pri?ata
'residence. |

4. Robert W. Hérker, 209 Reveré_Streéf, Midland,
Michiganr48640 |

8. Hidland County Courthouse, I01 Neat Maiﬁ Streét,
Midland, Michigan 484640 |

6. "The Architecture of Alqeh E.'bawv

7. Conditions excellent,.‘alteréd, ariginal site

With the braad horizontal lines of its elevatimn, the
Qalls ccvered with é venesr of unadorned common brch_ the
.lﬂw +1tt1ng cmpper roof, the massive chlmney, the long narrow
loggia leading to the main entryway,-and the dynamic
intérﬁlay-m# raaflinés and walkwéysi the Earl Stein house
contains strong elements of Frank Llnyd erght 5 prarle
style. The stra1ght forward elnngated L floor plan, the use'
af brick and cmpper, allcwed to weather naturally, and the:
careful use of the property sxte he1ghten this Effect and
provide a trong statement of Alden Daw =1 archltectura..

A 1936 article in ﬁggﬁlggggggél Forum summed up the major .
characteristics:r "In plan the elements ake=well
dispnsed, and the:exteridr shows a clear afticulétién'of the
major space units. The plan is worth cafe?ﬁl study for its

ski1llful coﬁbining of indoor and outdoor 1iving spaces, and
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for its knowing handling of wall and window areas to produce
'<aﬁ effect. of spacinusﬁess. A_houserdesigned in this manner
has twice the épparent épace of the tightly enclosed
residenﬁe of a more conventional type."

Laid out on an evtendeﬁ L fldor plan, the respect:ve legs
of the Stein hmuse are 103 feet and 74 feet long, reaching
deep into. the property lot The low Elevatxan ig
atrengthenad by its long hnr1~onatal plan and the tlghtly
+1tt1ng roof with its extended eaves. The br;ck in the-
exterior walls came from Lansing’'s Brick and Supplies
Cdrﬁaratian and its tight bnﬁding enphasizes the'hurizmntalw
.plan of the hquse. The brick extends ffom.the_wallﬁ into the
steps leaqing to two garden patios and tﬁ the low walla.whiCh
define these outdoor Epacéa; - The house seéms ta reach out
 intb the landscape. The same br:ck i used in the pillars
.(1'wT &™) supportlng the loggia and set a unlfmrm and
rhythmlc 51y feet apart.' The loggia ex tends the full length
.Df the gast wlng, lEmdlﬁg the visitor +rnm the St?eet into a
protected extenslmn af the main house and up to the main
aﬁtry. The lmggla serves as a transitional spacé between fhe
exterior landscaped area and the.interimr of the house.

Alden Dow uéés thé lnggia to breakdmﬁn the conventional
di%tincfidn betwgen interior and éxterimr-spaces.

Alden Dow was committed to cérry;ng the_ufganic quaiities:
- of the house into the swroundings and the building site.
Several other prqminent features aid thia-ffansitimh. A
.patia ¥ramed with two intérsecting roof planes and two

intersecting garden walls extends from the house at'the
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Junction of the living and dining'rnnm. Easy access to this
space and windows opening onto it make this patio an integral
part and an éxtensiaﬁ Q? tha-hbuse.

A more prominent and innuvati?e‘featuré is the spéciaua
areé désigned by Alden Dow for outside of fhe.bagément
.gamérmom.' This area,.cut out wéll belaw the surface bf'the
ya?a, ié.bartitinned'witﬁ a brick parapet and abundant

Schrubhery'which affurd.considefable privacy. A glass,'steel
caéement dmmr {frnm Henry Hape % Co. ) opens Qnta thls patio
area pavéd w1£h the same brlck AL the walls, Althmugh a
basement area, the gameroom has.the fee11ng of he1ng on the
grpqnd floor with a przvate pat;u.' Brick steps lead up to
the yard ahd adjacenf ﬁar&. ._ _ | |
| The ﬁhallcw pltched cnpper hip roof, wiﬁh its broad
..Dverhang, empha51ges the horizontal nature of the hou The
.rnof reflects the spac;al relatlmnshlps oF tha interior, and
it firmly yet inmbtrusively anchmfs the Stein hnuae in_its'
5etting; Tha floor plah, with-its o etneded L shape, is
-carrled over 1nt0 the rcofl1ne wlth a prnnounced secnnd 1eve1'
at the west end‘of,the houga. The uppar.level opens onto a
bedroom area ana the iuwer level opens onto the dining room.
The'steél casement windowﬁ prnyiﬁe apehings in this copper
wall. Ry using cnpper here, Dow carries the.matefial'nf the
roof into the side of the house, and it énmpllmentﬁ the brlck'
walls of the lower level. |

On the interior of the hnuse; thé extended leg_mf the L.

shéped structure# contains twe bedrooms tpart of a 19705
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addition when the garage was converted to a bedroom and an
additiénal nneradded onto its rear in éc:grdance with plan%
.doné by Aidén me) Thls wlng alse contains the kltchen,
remmdeled and ewteﬁdéd in the 1970s to include a former patio
and again done to Dow's plans, and the dining rbpm.' The wood
 wnrH in these_fnmms and thrnughbut.the thse is cypress, a
rmaterial extenéively gsed by.ﬁlden Dow and finished with a
éleaf Dii..- . | | -

The éntrance.to the house is 1ntD the shorter leg of the
L; The_w1de Flr door with the low averhang1ng root and
ceiling on the 1nter10r heightens the sense p*_space at the .
entry. From this confined éﬁéa, the interior of.the house
seems to ﬁoar'upward.._ﬁn entryway leads into a dén, aarlier
a ﬁéllEd off space that was_apened in'thé.léé@s'éCCDrdiﬁé-ta
Alden Dow's ﬁlanﬁ. A small'bedrodm_éits at the end of this
wing.d% the hmuse;

The most dramatic room in the housa is the 11v1ng " OOm,
51tt1ng at the far corner of the house and serv1ng as &
transltlanary space between the two wings. Windows at the
Dﬁt51de ends of the room in aach of the wing=s bath the area
with 11ght. The most prmmlnant feature is the brlck
'f1replace with 1ts copper hood and-;ts rake pattern. The
pattern is illuminated through a bird’'s mouth window in the
rna%.. The massiveness of the fireplace does not overwhelm
the room whose ceiling SDars upward reflectlng the slope of
the roof. The brick Flreplace continues thrqugh the roof and

is a major feature of the exterior of the house as well.
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Throughqut the house, thé exterior lines of the roof identify
the spacial campnaition_df the interior. |

a. 'Significaﬁce.f perind: 1900-. areas of
‘significance: architecture. dates: October 30, 1933 - duly
31,-@934. builder:- Bay City Stone Company. architect:
flden B. Dow. |

Thé Earl Stein hmusé.haé architecutra1 5ignificahce ﬁﬁ a
.natlmnal level hecause 1t WS the first house desxgned
thruugh the Ta11851n fellowsh1p pngram established by FranL
Lloyd-wrlght in 1933, The.1nteractimn_a{ Wright with the
~young architect Alden Dow can readily be seen in the
._su:cessive_drawings'fmr the house. The Stein house is an
'impurtaht interpretatibn mf Wright's prarie style.

The draw1n95 for the Stein house document the evulutlmn
of the house, and they reveal the 1nfluence of wrlght on the
young.archltect. fin July 21, 19&@, Earl St91n and Alden Dow
signed the contract fur the design éf a residence.,
Cmnstructvmn began on Uctmber ¢O 1?33, and the house Qaé to.
be substantia}lylcampleted," as the contract raad, by'May i,
1934. The cnnstruct?bn-was ta :nst'$27;327.' The hmuse:was
completed by July 31, 1933. | |

:Preliminary drawiﬁgs had been'prepaFEdVDanre Alden Dow
and his wife Vada went to Taliesin for the fellawship
pkﬁgrah. These drawingﬁ reveal a tighter'huuse_with narrow
averhangs. Dow brought his early Ekétches to Taliesin_with
him; and reworked thém under the guidandé of Nrighﬁ. ﬁn June

30, 1933, Alden Dow wrote to Earl Stein and explained that "I
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have been talking with Mr. Nriéht abaut.your howse and he is
very huch'intaragted in it. He sugjests that I do the job
‘alane and handle it here with the help of the Taliesin
Fellmwshlp. Dow galned Euggestlons from the other Fellaws,.
having access to the best dra%tsmen and to Wright himself.
This was, Dow wrote to his client, “"the first job ta ao
thrmugh.thé Fellowship, aﬁd'for this very reasnn.alnne offers
many advantages."

Earl Stein.remained cautinus, not certain.what woul&
happen with the plaﬁs for his hauée. Alden Dow trled to
reas%ure him, writing "I realize ymur fee11ngs abmut dealxng
wlth an mrganl*atlon 50 new, but I wish to mahe 1t clear that
I wlll aasume the ra5p0n51b111ty of any incqnveniencea‘which
mightVérise.- Euilding.is & very personal matter with.me:
and the ?ifﬁt house in Midléhd wiil be.particularly-sn.“
an's'inteérity, his position in the cnmmunity; and the
succassfuly dealgn for the deland Country Club reaﬁaured h1s
cllent. | | |

Prngreés on the pians cmntiﬁuéd'through the summer . ﬁn
August 8, 1933, Dow advised Earl Stein that "Your house is
aﬁtually Baginning to take shape." By the middle ﬁ%
Séptember hé wrote'that."the.drawings Earel'an about
compiefed." "The whole building has worked_out beautifully
ana.l am sure that when built it will be one of the hest
examples of modern dﬁmeﬁtic _&u"t:t'.xitse.-t:tt.u'-:e.'.l It Qas ering
this pericod 6f apprenticeahip_to Wright that Aldeh Dow

élabafated his principles on architecture and put them into
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practice. Many of the elements of the Stein house are found.
in his later work, reworked to meet the needs of the client

and reapplied'so the house fits the building site.

Architectural Forum (September, 1936), pp. 194-19%5, "Earl
Stein File," Dow-Howell-Gilmore Assocate Archives thereafter

DHBAA) . "Earl Stein Drawings," DHGAA.



