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JAMES FARDEE HOUSE

1. James T. Pardee .

2. 512 West Main Street, Midlana,'ﬁichiQan 484640,

3. category-—builing, ownership——pfiVate, publi:
acquisition—--n/a, sfatus——unmccupiéd, wokk in prmgreés
.(restoratinn~~completed), accessiblé——yes: restricted,
présent_use—-othér~¥qﬁndatimn offices

. 4. Carl Gerstacker, 3403 Valley Drive, Midland,
.ﬁithigan '48&40: | |

5. Midland County cQurthmuse,_-3é1 West Main Street,
ﬁzdland, Mlchlgan 48640 |

6. "The Architecture of A1den B. Dow"

.7. .Description. _cnndition*¥exce11ent;: altefed;
original site, 1936 | |

_The James.Pardee haﬁse; set on a géﬁtl;né slbpjng corner
iﬁf, is one.ﬁf,ﬁlden Dow's moét ﬁoWeEful érpresaimns of
gebmetrlc form and his 1ﬁterpretat1on of the Internatlunal
.stylef The rhythmlc patterning of the unit blocL, used 1n
the Exter1ur.and interior walls, carries over to the |
totality of the structure with'its rich variety of
interacting geomnetric shépes and building materials. The
_'?crhs, shapes, and maieriais-compliment each other and panide.
.$0r a d*namic Structure. These elements carry over to the -
-interior.. ﬁrch:tectural critic Talbat Ham111n (1942) looked
.uponithé.interlmr as the most—51gn1f1cant" area of thé
house, ”thh in the arrangement af the 11v1ng roam——w1th its
two angles ¥Dr music and for the #1rep1ace——and in the

arrangement of the second floor, where the carrying through
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of partitions and mirrors allows the mﬁst {ascinéting and
unusual suggestion of unlimited spacé suparbly divided." In
1953, Dow prepared drawings for a rear add1t1mn, annther
gemmetrlc structure in harmmny with the ur1g1nal building and
one that enhanced_its total cnntent. :During the summer of
1?86'the restﬁraticﬁ of the Pardee house,.in accordance_wifh
“the orginal pléné,'wés'compieted.

Late in i?Sﬁ,'Alden Dow Eeceivéd hig largesf commission
to déte. James T. Pardee, the newly elected chalrman mf the
board at Dow Chem1ca1 Campany, and his w1fe decided to
 rep1ace an older home on Main Street with a mmdern res1dence.'
They asPed Dow to prepare draw1ng5 fur them. The initial
drawlngs of a three-story unit block home were sent from his
office in Januar?, 1936.

The Pardees were receptive to the architect s
suggestions, but they qﬁestinneﬁ the building material énd
the vuiume of windows. - Mrs. Pafdee did ndt iﬁiﬁially liP
the use of unit blmck and felt that brlck would be more
attract1ve and appropr1ate for the home of Dow Chem1:a1 s
chalrman. "As to the cmnstructlon materlal " she wrote to
Alden Daw on February 23, 1936, "I have told every one that
it is to be of brick. Many of my Ffriends think ihéy o nn£
like cinder block." Mrs. Pardee added that she remained opan
| to the iaeé of unif block. | |

'_Aiden Duw7sen£ the Pardees "sketches of the three floor
.plahs and for, thé time being just a persﬁective of one

elevation.” And, he added, "There is one thing that must be -
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settled right_a@ay.and that is the conatructinn.matEfial."
The architect explained his preference for block, writing that
"the effects_gaihed by using ﬁinder hlpck like the Heaths’
hmuée make.it seém a great mistake ndt to use them. They
have a much guieter feeling and create a continuity that is
very difficult to get with the bricks because the bri&ks to
- not w@rk into any geometric paftern‘cnn¥orming with window
mpeniﬁgﬁ and the like." |

Mrs. Pardee alsm ewpressed her concern over the large
valume uf wlndnw space in the house. wr1t1ng from their hmme
in Cleveland, she'asked Dow if_mne_ofﬁthé large wiﬁdmw ih.the
Main Street #acade.cnuld be'rémdved. The ar:hiteét reassured
her, writing Pﬁlfhcugh in.the plans it may appear like é lot
of wlndnw space in the living roam, I am sure that this is
not excessive and is one of the features n# the huuse. To
cut down this wuuld mean upsettlng the whole saheme ot thlS
room aned the elevatlmn of the house. Mrs. Fardee relented
"Jand.agreed tu the plans. After complet1on of the hmuse, she
comp1a1ned that the front of that room was too sunny or too
cold, adding "Have not been able tn enterta1n my Midland Club
-at home for fear of a suﬁny day or a cold one.’

Mf.'and Mr=. Fardes did agreea tn'have unit blaﬁk'as the
méjor building materia1 for the housa. The plans were
completed in_the spring_bf 1936 and cmnstruct1nn began on
June’ ”bth, 1mmed1ately after the 51gn1ng of a contract with
Bay City Stone Company. The hnqse,'bid_at $41,33G300 for the

‘genetral contracting, wéa to be “"substantially CBmpletéd“ by
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:Mardh.l, 1937. MWhile the'haﬁse was under construction, a
number of'alteratigns_weré made at the request of the
Pardees; énd the final cost reached.$51,965.33. In June, Mr.
and Mrs. Pardee moved into the house.

Located on a large corner lot on Main Street, the Pardee
house fills: the space WIth & broad T shaped dwelllng whose
mu1t1p1e 1ntersect1ng geomatrlc planes present a strnngly
.ﬁculptural bu11d1ng.u Dow's rcon;ept Was fnr a bold
geometric composition with a series of interlacking elements.
The surfaces and planes of these elements were brcken up by
large: w1ndows with vertical woodan mulllnns, cmpper awnlngs,
-é course of glass blach, and’ cappad thh a Narrow course Df
-w1ndmws.. Qll were set at var1nu5 depths from the fant plane
.Df the hcuse.' The rhythmic pattern of the unit block
provides strmng cont1nu1ty and 1ntegr1ty throughmut the
.structure.

The Pardee house with its strong horlﬁontal accent seems
-'tn hug the ground. This feeling of cnmpactness and tntal.
;Dntrol is carrled beyand the house and 1nto the- yard with
-the low unlt block_walls and planter. - The hnrizuntal plane
ié.embhasized_¥urther by the rabf'éave tﬁét.extends out DQer
the entfyway. it provides a long and sheltered ccrkidnr
ieadihg-fp the front door. Those entering ﬁhe house must
walk aloné this terrace and thereby seﬁse-its comfort and
security befﬁre evern enter{ng thg 5£Eucture. The unit block
stairs leadipg'up to this terrace- wrap around it_at the

corner and taper down to a point. The house‘thereby
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gradually disolves into the yard and driveway. The
trénsitiun,is easy;_sﬁbtle and natural.
| Alden Dow placed the entryway at the intersection of two
of fhe main blocks ﬁf the hnqse;~ The main door is as wide as
the terrace and the ceiling'6¥ fhe Dverhangiﬁg roof iow.
There is no spacious vestibule. This detail heighfens the.
spaciéﬂﬁ effect nf thé interiuf. The location of the Entryu
d1sgu1ses the 1ntersectlmn of the two major blocks of the
house. thle the distinction between them had been apparent
from. the street and the entry hldden, the.sett1ng is now
_ reversed. The terrace and the entry dumlnatef 7

Thé long narrow section behind the_terrace.hnﬁﬁed the
maid’'s quarters.' In i?SE an addition designed'by Alden Dow
was ﬁunstructed behihd_and.abaVe_it. The addition, Qith its
narrow couwrse of ﬁinduws, steﬁs-abnve the front se;tion.
This.waﬁ a private area of the hoqse,.and therefore it
Fehainéd subtle. Proje&ting at a right angle ¥roﬁ.this
gectlon and reaching out into the vard was the major element _
of the house.:. It culmlnated in Front with a bay w1ndnw of
floor to ce111ng windows capped by a copper awning. These
windows reached around to the side of the hauge. " This area,
while inviting, is marked off Fromlthe étréet by a Inng
T narrow gnit_block wall, If does not_qbstruct the view, hut
simply defines.an.eiemaht'of privacy. The forward most.
ééctiqn ﬁontains.thé'living room and_lmunge._ The front dmoF
opens into the rear of this éﬁa:e,

The bay window w?apg around the side of the house and
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Antroduces another wunit blnck wall that extends the length
of the house. The Flat plane of this wall is 1nterrupted by a
Narrow 11ght_we11 at its base and-a_narrow_course Df windows
tﬁat start about 1% feet behind the bay windpw. The windows
nicely cap the wall. The réar.nf thé'hbuée opens onto a
drivéwaY/parking area aﬁd garége.'.CafE could be parked here,
hidden from viéw ffnm the front of the hmusé. whilé this
'm1ght be ident1$1ed as a service courtyard fhe'detéiis are
str1h1ng and the concept of this area eyC1t1nq Wlth its
interplay nf.materlals and fnrms.'

Tﬁe_frdnt éntrance opens onto & spacious hallway which is
_ﬁe{ined.by.the chimnéy.and a low flight of stairs leading to
the.kitchén/dining akeasg the.sitting room- and the bédrnmms.
.The upenness of the 11v1ng room wlth its bay w1ndmws gu1des
.the v151t0r and attracts tha Eye to that area. _The mor e
prlvate areas of the house are situated in the rear'zﬁne,
with the'bedrdnms relocatea_in the sttair_i?SE addition.
Talbot Hamlin was impressed with Dow’s treatment. "The
hahdling of thé intekimrispa;e in the Pafdee house is
 éigni¥icant " he wrcté in'1942 "both in arrangement of the
11v1ng room and in the arrangement of the secmnd tioor, where
'the carrylng through of partitions and mirrors suggest
Vunlimiteﬂrépace superbly dividéd.ﬁ The :arefully d15c1p11ned
scale of the outside is cuntrasted hy the sparing nature of
Ithe 1nter1or.

| The varipus lavels of the Pardee house ﬁrmject cutward

fram- the entry'staircase. The levels are well defined, and
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‘the effect of these horiztonal planes is heightened by the
massive unit block chimney mﬁpoéite_the entry door and the
sﬁaircase_behind it. The levels radiate from thié lncatinﬁ.
Af.fﬁis point, Alden Dow also fevéals fhe materials,
textures, and fnfms used thfeughuut theihousg.. fhe_carpeted
floors, tﬁe wood trim and rails, the pléster walls and unit
_bl@ﬁk chimney converge here without one element overpowering
any other. -

8. Significance. pefimd“~1900m, sbeci¥ic dates——March,
1937 ~ March, 1938§ October, 1953 - June 1954, builder—-—Bay
City Stdne.Company (1?36*1937), Branson Builders (1953~
1954), architect—-—-Alden E. Dow | |

The Jahes.ﬁardee ﬁcuse_is an outstanding example of Alden
Dow'sfinterprefatimn of the International style. The
' piacemént_cf tHe hau5e on the sloping cﬁrner loty wéll'back
ffpm the two streets, with a_ﬁlear.view of its carefully
cnntrqied géumetric elements, with the driveway runhing at
the_Eide and'reaF of the house where_if does not obstruct or
interrupt the.view.of the Houéa, and with thé long and low
unit block in_ffnnt of the Housé which looks like a peﬁastal,.
. thé hnusé appears very much like a sculﬁture on exhibit. Dow
was a master_m¥_51£e planning.  The low wall in the front of
the house and the terraced ¥r0ntrsteps ease fhe transition
.-between'thE'huuse and the vard. Althnuéh highly geometric,
the house does ﬁot chailehga or conflict Qith:néture; This
large unit blbck'home on Main Street proudly announced to the .

entire cummunity:the architectural style and achievement of
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Alden Dow, aﬂ‘actﬁmpiishment'recbghizéd by an important
architectural critic.- |
9. Sidney Robinson, The Architecture of Alden H. Dow.
féibot:F. Hémlin, "Tﬁe Aréhitect and-HouEEfwﬁlden B. Dow of
Michigan," Pencil Points (May, 1942) , pp. 276, éao, 281,
"Jaﬁés T. Pardee File;" Dow~How—Gilmmre Assaciates.ﬁrchivef

"James T. Pardee Drawings,"” Dow-Howell-Gilmore Assoicates

- Archive.



