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1. Name

historic Cultural Center

and/or common

2. Location

Cultural Center mistoric District

~ . . N/A
street & number 5200, 2201 Woodward AVQ?%e5 1400 Farnsworth AVEEUGe for publication
, Detroit NA
city, town L vicinity of
Michiga 26 Wavyr 3
state chigan code county vayne cedelé
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
i district e pubtic _¥. tecupied ____ agriculture g museum
e bulldingis)y ___ private __ uhoccupied i — park
e SEELCTUPE _# both . work in progress _ X educational __ private residence
e BT Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —— religious
B < 157 1101 4 .. in process A yes: restricted — government . scientific
___ bheing considered — yes: unrestricted S 1 P12 (4 T:11 . Sransportation
MNys e, RO . military K. other: 1ibrarwv
4. Owner of Property
name Multiple, see attached list
street & number
city, town o ViCinity of siate
5. Location of Legal Besmspﬁmn
courthouse, registry of deeds, et¢. Wayne County Registry of Deeds
‘1 - ] i % - 3 A .
street & number City-County Building, 2 Woodward Avenue
Detroit Michig:

city, town state Hichigan

epresentation in Existing surveys
e tlchigan State Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____ yes L. no
date tg7e __federal & state _ counly ___ ioca

depository for survey records - chigan History Division

city, town Lansing atate Michigan



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

¥ excellent — deteriorated v unaliered ¥ originai site

e good e FUINS e Bltered o IOVEG date .. .
e falr e, HEIE X DOSEC

Bescribe the present and original [i¥ known} physical appearance

The Cultural Center Historic Dishrict consists af three buf{dings which form the nucisus of Deirolt's
Cuftural Center ares, located approxtmately two mifes nortn of +*he central business district an Woodward
Avenus, Detrolt's major north-south thoroughfars. The three buildings are +he Datrol+t Public Library, a
white marble Itallan Renalssance styfe building designed by Cass Gilbert [1859-1935) and bull+ in 1913-1921;
the Detrolt Institute of Arts, a white marble 3eaux Arts styls bulfding deslgned by Pau! Phifippe Cre+
(1876-1943) and bullt in 1921-1927; and +hs Horace H. Rackhan Sducation  Memorlal Buifding a Times+one
stripped classlcal structure bulit in 1047 secording to the designs of the Detrolt ardhitectural flm of
Harfey, Efttngton and Day +o house the Englneering Soctety of Detrolt and the Exters ion Service of the
University of Michigan. The Defrolt Publiic Liorary and the Detroit institute of Arts ars focated directiy
aoross Hoodward Avenue from one another with the Rackham Suifding focated directly south of +he Institute of
Arts &t the corner of Farnsworth Strest and Woodward Avenua. Together the three butfdings farm an
improessive complew with simifar sethacks, size, scafe, materials, and character.

Datrolt Public Library

Cass Silbert designed the Detrolt Public Library Buifding in 1915, The spacious site al fowed for an
approach of terraces and the set back from the street +o provide a monumental view from a2 distance. G1f bert
designed the bSuifding In the Itallan Renalssance style facad with white marble. The sullding ts afmos+
square In plan (196 feet x 219 feat) and rises 60 fest In helght from a balustraded sroad ferrace of Indiana
[imestone and sressed brick. The butfding contalns four fioors, afthough only three are articulated on +he
matn facade. The dominant horfzontal division fs +that of +he pilano nobife at the zecond fevei, which has a
celftng helght of 25 feet. This plano noblle fs articulated on the front of the bulfding with a successian
of arches, composed of seven opan bays forming a fogqia, flarked by a projecting bay contalning an arched
window. The csffing of the foggla contalns richiy zolored mosaics In a sertes of garfands and smaff

medalifons. Flanking sach arch is an lonlc oflas+er rising the fufl 25 feet helght of this second level.

The Towar floor 1s Fit by eight, almost squars, deeply recessed windows which balance the vert lcal
divisions of the spper floors, and by six smalier windows, which are fong and narrow and harely recessed.
The first sfory forms the base nf the vertical composition, and s dellicately rusticated.

The exterlior freatment of +he top story has an [ntervening frleze betwesn +he delicate ptfas+erfrxg of
the plano noblle at the second leve! and +the cornlce which dominates +he entlrs structurs. This upper story
arches of the fevel below, and Is rlchly
Ith the twslivs pilasters below. These panals
i

fs plerced with nine wall openings +o correspond with the ni
f

sdorned with fwefve sculptural panels tn vertical altgnment «

are In low reflef and portray the slgns of the zodlac and +thelir esulvalents in ancient mythofogy.  The core
nice is crownad by s cheneau exesiuted in terra cot+a of old tvory tone with gold-colored detaifiing.

The carving in the [oggta and that which adorns the windows and the tympamum under +hem Is of flfteenth
and early sixtesnth cantury deslgn insplrations. The firm of John Donel fy and Company crafted the bromze
doors, which also carry reflief ornement. Thelr progran was derlved fram a scheme by Donatel fo that con
slsted of ten pansls In which flve Moman and flye Gresk eplsodes touch upon epic, +ragle and fyric poetry |
shifoseophy and comedy. The reffsf is very fow but sharply outlined, o be visibie at some distance. The
white Vermont marsle surrounrding the doors was also carved and modeled by Johin Donel iy and Company. Am
frscription over the main entrance reats "nowledge (s Power." The carved heads In +he rawmdels of +he
arched openings of the plano nobtle, afso by John Donel Iy and Company, sorfray eminent wrlters, peets, nhi-
fosoohers, and sclentlsts whose names are carved on the beltcourse shove the firs+ floor Tevef.
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The Detrol+ Public Library was enfarged In 1960. The plans drafted by architects Cass Glibert, Jr. and
Francls J. Keally for additions o the library were approved in 1944, but tH was not untib 1960 that the
cornerstone was lald. This addition, sheathed In white marble, Is designed In the shripped classic style,
classical In proportion but completely develd of any ornamental detatling. The addition abuts the first fwo
floors of the rear elevatlon of the original hullding with flarking wings sitad away from the orlginal
huflding. The front and side efevations of tha original bufiding are unaltered by this 1980 rear addt tion.

The interfor of the !lhrary was adapted to the practical exigencles of handling bodks In large and
varled quantities. The deilvery hall, the center of activitles, was sttuated on the second feval {now used
as exhibit space}; the stack room ocoupied the rear of the buliding and extended over the full helght and
the full widfh of the antires edlface. Surrcunding the delibvery hall are the open-shelf, the raference
reading, the fine arts, the scclal sclancs, the musle and drama, the pub e catalogue, the convasrsation and
correspondance, and the reglsiration and clraulation rooms. Business of flces, » bodk order department, a
storage room and cubile rest rooms occupy the mezzanine floor betwsen the graund and first floor. The Third
level contains the patent, indusirial arts, and staff rooms, and the Burton Histforical Collection. The
ground floor contains the newsnaper and perlodical, and children's roms opening of f of efther side of the
antrance haif.

The anfrance hatl led fo the malin stalrway through a colonnade of Roman Dorlc colums of pirk-grey
Tennessee marble. A richly coffered celling in the sixtsenth century sty le, with calssans and rossettes In
high plaster relief touched with goid, was decorated by W. F. Paris and Fo J. Wifey. Wall murals wors oxe-
cuted by Edwin H. Blashfield and represent great authors, musiclans and artlists.

The catiing of the flne arts, music, and drama and social sclence rooms ars also in the Renalssance
manner with thelr soft *ones and rich desian. A friee of rectangular panets with Pompelan grotesgue
decoration runs along the four sldes of the fine arts roan; the celling of fthe music and drame room 1s an
adaptation of the design of one of +he cellings of the Mantus Ducal Palace. The murals on the third tevel
are by Garl Mefchers and deplot esvents In the early history of Detrolt. Mary Chase Stratton of Detrolt's
Pewabic Pottery supsrvised the work of setting of the Interlor tlle and mosale dacoration. Confracts for
patntings and interior adormment amounted fo 512%,000.

The interior of the 1963 additlon comsisting of 3 central nhali flarked by tdent ical wings Is more
austere In design. Its central hall, 2 farge building In Its own right, has 180,000 square feet of floor
space. The wiags added 240,000 square fset, providing a tatal of 420,000 sguare fes® and more Than doubling
+he orlginal ilbrary's size. The wings consist of four floors: ftwo of these are sfack fevels helow grade.
Entry to the new sect lon was made avaltfable through the Cass Averue end of ¥he original tibrary butiding. A
massive 16-foot by 40-foot mosale murzl sbove the Cass Averue ernfrance of the addition, given by the Abbey
Fumd which was administerss by *he National Academy of Uesign, deplicts flive groups of al legoriosl flgures,
ahovs which Is Inscribed, "Like a rlver flowing through +he ages uniting distant men, knodledge, and Thought
fnto a commintty of ldeas of the world end of time s the accomulated record of markind.” [+ wag executed
by Miiiacd Shests of Callfornia, who was seiscted from a fleld of nine setists.  Sonmn tcation batesen the
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new and old bulldings was provided by removing the firs
western and of the old entrance hatl, and providing In

+ fitght of Cass Glibert's grand stalrcase at the
f+s place a hal lway teading tnto the new card

scatatogue room.  Smal ler flights of stairs now flark *this hal lway and fead to the original second flights of

the stalroase: the spaclal qualbity of the stalr hatt, !

eading from *he relatlvely constr leted space of the

antrance hall fo the grandlose barrelf-vau {+=4 space shove, has besn destroyed.

The Detroit institute of Arts

The Datrolf ingtitute of Arts is located directly
antire ing¥itutlicn consists of three connected structur

across Woodward Averue from the Pubilic Library. The
es: *the original buifding of 1927 Inciuding +the maln

5 lock and he auditoriuom, designed by Paul Phiflpps Cret, the South Wing of 1969 and North Wing of 1371 both

designed by the Detrott srchifscturat firm of Harley, ©

The original bubldiag by Cret (s of The modified |

[itmgton, Cowln, and Stirton.

+allan Renaissance style, an example of the

Baaux-Arts tradi+ion. The bullding, having three floor levals, has the external zppearance of beling a one

story structure. 1t Is of fire-proof construction, rel
rustleatad Vermont white marble. The front efevation,

nforced concrete with a faclng of smooth-faced,
having a Total fronftage of 300 faet along Woodward

Avenue, ls dominated by the projecting ceniral ertrance pavl|ilon, punctursd by thrse ardhes sprimlng from

lonic eolumns. Above The arches, In the attic story, 2

re a central medal fton contalning the Seal of Defrolt

and an inscription in bronze reading, "Dedicated by The pempie of Uetrolt o the knowfadge and enjoyment of

Art.® On elther side of the arches w»ithin the frieze a
glassed-tin arches are further snhanced by ornamsntal gr

ra pafrs of putti «ith garfands and cormicoplias  The
it twark and three hanging brome fanterns. Two

conias of statues at Yersalltes, Antoltne Coysevo's River God and Philippe Magn tar’s Nymph and Supld flark
the monumental stalrcase feading fram the street to the erfry.  An aditlon At The Thirkee by Rodin sits in

+the caeater of the stalfrway at the mid-lavel terrae.

The central pavilion 1s flarked by long side wings
+lon. A dentlculated cornles wrasping araund the entir

smphasizing the horlzoataiity of the fromt aleva-
e structure stresses again the horizontallty. The

tanestration of the side wings s composed of three rectangular operings on the main fioor level and four
groups of three small window openings on +he grand level. The slightly projecting end bays contaln ardched
niches that are carved with shel! motifs and have keystones sarved in the form of Roman gladiators. The
nlches contain bronze coples of two famous statues, Donatef lo's 5t. George, and Michalangelo's Dying Slave.

The north and south side sfavations ars ldentical.
penetrated by three rectangular window openlings flamked
window openings which have doors and a smafl wratght ir
again carved into heads of gladiztors. On ebther side
Greek temnie and the other holding the famp of wisdom.
rafists of winged flish and classical heads In profife.
smoothar rustication of the marble created by narrower
thros small windows lle underneath the window opsnings

The smooth-faced rusticated white marble facing Is
by stightly projecting end bays containing ardhed
on baleony befow. The keystones In the arches are
of *the doors are rslliefs of goddesses, one holding a
Satween Fhe windows are small medal Hons with
The ground leve! ts articulated by a frise and by 4
mortar jolnts. tike the front facade, four groups of
of +he maln floor.



NES Form 146-800-3 ORE Mo, 10240018
3-8 Exp. 10-31- 84

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

lational Register of Historic Places
ry—domination For

Continuation sheet Hem number Page

DESCRIPTION 7 4

The rear slevation of the dain biock and the comnesting Firk to the auditorium biodk are hidden by the
I ybar addltions. The John R Street efevation of +the auditorium Is framed by the later wings, tts white
marhie comtrasting with the dark grantte of the fatar portions. The John R Street facade of the suditorium
backs fenasstration, since i+ is the side wal | of the auditorium itseif. Rusticated slide sections flark a
siightty projecting smooth-surfaced central hlodd, on which tz centerad an elaborats marble balcony sup~
ported on a first-flcor level arcade of resticatad marble and flankad by stalrs. This balustraded baf cony
above five segmentally arched openings supports large bromzs and glass {anterns. The arcade shelters a ramw
o s lower leve! recalving enfrance. Centered st the plano noblle lavel 1s an oversized doorway heavily
enframed and crowned by a broken pediment within which is a carved ratlef of 2 Sreck musiclan and theater

masks. Above the doorway in the attic story ts a bas raflaf deploting a muse with a fyre.

The south=-facing theater entrance facade fs treatsd on the uppsr s¥ory with three arched «indows, which
rofloct +he treatment of the main entrance. Keystones In the form of carved masks porfraytng comedy,
satire, and tragedy center the arches, which are flarked with smalfsr ractangufar windows below which are
bronze lanferns. _The emntrance itself conslsts of thres rectanguiar openings below The arches, sheltersd by
a metal marguee, and cortaining double doors in brass.

The nasic pian of the Cret's buliding fs T-shaped with & major fongttudinal axis. Afong This axis are
the +hres ceatral rooms; the iobby, the Sreat Hall, and the garden courf. The auditoricm ls at the fool of
the T. On elther side of the axis are small gallertes for the coflections arranged In nlstorical order
Which surround and open onto two large square temporary exhibt+ khaf fzs on +he north, and on the south, an

open=air medisval courtyard.

The entranca lobby is articulated by the repest of the tripls ardh mot 1§ on the facade. Long columns
supporting a dentlcutated cornice with classical orofties are made of cast stone and fead To a transvarse
barrel vault. Through the tripie arch, 2 small stalrway feads *o +he Graat Hall, intended for receptlons.
The floor Is of multl-colored marble with a rectanguiar design stretching the fength of the roam. White
marb la bordersd In black and green marble surrounds these circles of stone and tiies tn designs of griffing,
winged fish and horses. The walls are travertine wiocks and are coversd with French and Flamish Tapestries.
Five doors trimmed with dentlculated cornlces and decorated with hard wrought lron grid fes and carved
cissslical neads lead from the side walls Into +he gal ferfes. The celling ts decorated with travps [feet]
palnted decorations In the Pompelian manner #ith & calor scheme tacormporating Etruscan red, soft ya!llow, and
a Wedgwood blue. Above and between the windows in fthe cleresfory, are hexagonal resdal {tons with plaster
raliets Imitating Wedgwood pottery of the Adam period. Befow these are fromge [tosll goid-leaf classical
temples wlith stenes of Gresk gods and goddesses composad wl+hin them. These configurations ars also placed
zhove the east and west archways.

Through a farge srched opening, one swhters the garden court, now known as the Rivera Courst.  Formerly,
the skylit court was decorsted with a sguare, central fountaln. The wal is were penetrated by arched niches
scufpted to imitate !tallan grottoes of the sheteenth century fenalssance period contalning statuary. Above
a serles of Tusean columns on the north wall is a foggl e which leads to the asudiforium. The skytight was
softened by & blue and goid cangpy. In 1930, Dlego Rivera was commissioned to fresco the walls of the vourt
with seenss of the automotive ladustry. A smalisr foustaln replaced the ariginal and The statuary was
reroved from the niches. The floor fs white marble with a border of grsen and black marbie.
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The gallerles [ocated off +hese central rooms were treatad Individually to reflect The style of the
period of art that was displayed within them. Oret preferred the use of window jighting to the uss of sky=-
Lights becauss of the Inferesting effects, shadows, and confrasts they produce. In a caurt separating the
galiertes, Cret installed portlons of two authentic period structures: the facade of Whithy Hall, a Federal
styie house from Philadelphta, and a sixteenth century French chapel from the Chatear of Lannoy Herbevil ler
in Lorratne, France. The tracerted stalned glass windows of tha chanel lodk into the formmerly open afr
courtyard, known today as the Kresge Court. This brick, medieval courtyard, scholng the Bargelio In
Fiorance, is uausuaf in the empioy of fenestration af +he different cauntries and perlods, refiecting the
artlfacts displayaed In the rooms behind These court walls. For instance, the north wali is penelrated «ith
semi-clreular arched windows of the [taifan Renalssance style, the wast wall represents a Gofhic wal i with
polnted arches and hutiresses, and the sopth wall te trestsd with Flemizh orlel and clroasfar window ope~
nings. The original pavement was grey stone. Mediasval coats of arms and guiid Insignia are tncorporated
tobo the wall surface. in 1961, the courtyard was glassed In by Minory Yamasai in order %o make a year
round cafetaria. in 1980 the court was remds!led whth a new skyfight and new flooring.

The museum housed on the fower floor the Hibrary, the pelnt roon, study rooms, +as roam, storage and

administrative offlces. The huiiding has two suditoriums, one seating 1200 and a smal far jecture hall
seating 500. A sub-fioor confains the ohys fcal pfant.

The North and South Wing addi+tlons, both designed by The Getroit architectural fiem of Harley,
Effington, Cowin and Stirton, are almost fdentleal in design, and differ onfy sfightly tn size. These wings
are bulit of structural steel with concrete floors and bisdk aranite wal | sheathing. The dark Cold St
granite sxterlor acts [lke a mirror raflecting The white marble facades of The originatl butlding, foaising
s it rather than competing with it.  The oniy siement tnterrupting the planar wall swface Is a horlzonta!

sathack af the second floor levei. Fenestration ts sparss «ith only a tall, vertical corner window and a
cantinuous clarsstroy, hoth of Tinted glass; This aflows far maximum Interior exhibitlon space. The sfrong
hortzontal 1ins of the cornice meets the corniceline of *the original butlding, thus establishing a smooth

+ransi{tion between the two bulldings.

The South Wing added thirty-eight new gallertes and the North Wing provided new admlnistrative of fices,
s library, and extra gallery space. Some Interior walls ara faced with dark Breche Nouvelle mard fe,
af+hough the maJortty are covered with finen stretched over movasbie piywood pansis deslgned for flexibl-
[tty. The recessed [ights are supplemanted by track lights. The #inted glass of the windows provides
subdued deyiight. The most dramatic areas are +he *wo courts that are created at the junction of the ne
and oid bultdings. The sixty-foct-high spaces are clesed i1n by teo white marble walls of Cret's building
and by floating balconies with teac raifings on the othar two sides. The ceiling skylight {s made by
plaster formed around a central glass panal with addi tlonal overiald glass panels gradually diminishing In
siza to reduce the Intansity of the ilght. All doors and windows axtend fran floor to cefiing in order fo
anfanes The opan vistas from roon o roow and to locreass +the amount of natural Hight.

The Morace H. Rackham Education Memorisl Sullding

The Horace H. Rackham Education Memorial Bullding s located on fhe south side of Farnsworfth Avenue
between John R Street and Woodward Avenue in Detroit's cutturaf Centers The bulfding faces the Institute of
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Arts bullding, directly across Farnsworth Avenue. Comstructed of wnite Gsorgla mard fe, the butldiag
desioned by The Dedrolt architecturat firm of Harisy, Ellington, and Day combines simpiicity and digniiy.
The bufiding, 404 feet In length, contalns a central auditortum flamked on the east by a wing houstng the
Engiaeering Soctety of Detroft and flasked on the west by 2 wlng devotad fo the Univars ity of Michigan
Extansion Service. Constructilon began Jufy 1, 1940, and the butlding opened In the fall of 1941,

The fong rectangular bullding ts symmetrical by arranged with the aud!torium at the centar. This is
expressed on the extsrlor as 2 central auditorium blodk with a higher roof fine, gently bowed front and 2
terraced entry approach. The two-story auditorium facads s designed with plers separating five bays with
entry doors on the flrst floor and windows above. The matal sash doors helow and windows above are
separated «ith a hronze has ~ailef panefs. Above sach second floor «indow 1s a bas rellsf sfone carving.

The +wo flanking wings are fdentical. The roof llnes of the wings are iowsr and thelr facades are set
forward feam the center audiforium sectlon, connected by an Intermediate hiodk. The two-story wings are
nine bays long with entrances In the third bay fron the auditorium. The entrance bay Is wider than thea
others and is accanted with a higher roofline. Above the second fioor window In The entrancs bay is a bas
relief sculpture. As In *he suditorlum sectlon, the second floor windows are separated from the first floor
dindows or doors with a bromze has reflef panel. The narrow east and wast ands of the butldlng contaln only

doOrways «

The rear of the bullding was not designed as a major facade and has since been obscured from genaral
view by a osarklag structure. The arsa betwsen the Rackham Sul Pdiag and the parking structurs has been

designed as a courtyard.

The Interior of the central auditorium section contalns a smal! entrance lobby with marble floors and
4311 #rim.  This lobby leads %o the auditorium and is also Intercornected with the wings. The wings are
functional In design and house offices and class or meeting roonse The sast wing was gutted by a fire In
1974. I+ was remodeied and recpensd In 1977. The other sections of the bl fding are functlonal in design
and remaln unaitered.



8. Significance

Pericd Areas of Significance—Check and justily below
.. prehistoric  ____ archeclogy-prehistoric A _ community planning  ___ landscape architecture ____ religion

L 1400-148%  ____ archeology-historic ... conservation S - 1] . BCiENCE
. 1800~158% . agriculture ... BCONOmMCS BRI 112:1 Y 1311 - S scuipture
_._ 1600-1698 _X_ architecture e BUCETION . military —_ social/
 ires-17ee .. art _ engineering — music humanitarian
e 1BOO—1BSS commerce . exploration/settlement ___ philosophy . theater
_X_ t1s00- . communications industry . politicsigovernment transportation

o bWention other {specify)

Specific dates 1915-10943 Builder/Architect yvarious, see text

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)

The Cuftural Center Historiz Disfriet Is significant as *he aucfeus and sesd of Detroit's cu foral
distriet. i+ is also significant for enconpassing some of Detroit's most fmporvant clivic architecture and
Important works of prominent arch tects. It is also significant as an Important aceanpitshment durlng the
Sity Seautiful movement of the early twentieth century. With conslidera fe foreslght, civic feaders
surchasad ideaf sites for the future Dedhrott Pupfie Library and Detrolt Institute of Artse Edward He Bennet
of Thicago and Frark “ifes Day of Phifadeiphia were engaged by the Cliy Blan and improvement Conmlssion to
study The sites and prepsre plans for doveloning *hem. These plars ware pubftshed tn 1213 in a brodvure
satitled ™A Center of Arts and Letters.® The conpletion of the Punllc Library, designed by Cass Shipert, In
1921 and the Instifute of Arts, designed hy Paul Phifippe Cref In 1927, created for Detrott the
distingulshed cultural center which satisfled The needs of The day. Though earfy plans for the =ultur af
conter calfed for refated bulldings %o be clustsred araind the [ibrary and art museum, the cultural center
remalnad unchanged untif 1941 when the Horacs H. Rackhan Cducation Mamortal Bullding, designed by Harley,
Effington and Day, was bullt dlrectiy south of the art lastitute across Farnsworth Strest. The Rackham
2ufiding completes *he tric of monumental buifdings, simifar tn scafe, character, materials and sethack.

Together, these thrae bul {dings provide a unlque morpment sl strestscane for Defroit

The Cultural Centar area expanded in 1951 after the City Plan Commission pubfished a revised Culturel
Comtar Blan In 1943. The Detrolt Historical Museum was consiruetsd on the northeast corner of Woodward
Avenue and Kirby Street In 1951 to the desfgns of Wiiliam E. Capp. Also fn 1951, the International
tngtifute designed by 0fDel !, Hewlett and Lackenbach was comstructad on Kirby Street.  The Soctety of Arts
and Crafts Art School, focated at Xirby and Brush Streets, was sutft in 1998 sccording to designs by Minory
Yamasak! snd expandad In 1975 according to designs by Wil [t m Kessler and Assoclates. Wil {lan Xeossfer and
Assoalates afso deslgned the Detrolt Science Center on John R Street south of Farmsworth Street In
1975. Though located In the area known as the Cuftural Center, these post 1343 butldings are act Included
within *he Sultural Center Hisinric District becauss they do not maintaln the scale, materials, character
snd sethack found In +he +hree sarliest Cultural Center butfdings and are s rasult of the 1943 revised

Cu fFur
Setrott Puoilic Library

The firet Detroit Public Library was formaliy opened to the public In romms on the first floor of the
Ofd Ci+y Half tn 1865, atter years of discussion. A new butiding was consiructed To house the fibrary In
Comter Park In 1875, and was added +o twice befora the turn of the century. At the beginning of the twen—
ttath century It became apparent that the ofd librery butiding wouid soon bscoms Insufficient to meset the

growing demands of the boombng cify.

Tre Ostrolt Public Library Commission was Incorporated” in 1901, glving the fibrary commt szloners the
might to accept glifts for the instifution and the clty the right fo issue bonds to rafss monsy. At the same
+ime, Andrew Carnsgls of Pittsburgh was of faring fineral cash glfts for the erection of fibrary butfdings In
ci¥fes that would provide the site and ralse annuafly a sum squal fo one-tenth of his gi f¥ for Horary malne
+enance. 0 1901, Carnegle offered to give Detrobt $§750,000. One~halt was to go towards bul Fding the mew
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maln $Tbrary and +the remainder toward *he comstructlon of branch bulidlags. Because the city of Detrolt head
never ralsed such a large amount of money defore and Carnegle's Homestead Stee! Mills had massive labor
troubles, Carnegle's offer was not accepted by the Clty Councii untli 1909

The Woodward Avenus site was declded on as the locatlon of the new pubile ilbrary because -band-had -
already been purchased on +the opposite side of the street between Ferry and Putnan Streets for the new
Instltute of Arts. Together the tlorary and art Tnstifute would be The nucleus for Detroftfs cuttural
cenfer. The hlghest price pald for Woodward Avenus frontage was $5599.70 a front foof. The totat cost of
the farge property, bounded by Woodward, Kirby, Cass, and part of Putnam, was close tfo $500,000. It was
pald for wlth funds generated from the sale of $750,000 Tn bords.

Architect Frank Mlles Day of Pniladelphls wes ratalned as a comsultant to the Ilbrary conmisslon. e
advised holding a competlition for the design of the llbrary. From the peret Tminary canpstition, open only to
Detrolters, two were seiected to compete with outside architects. The competitfon for the design of fhe
Detrolt Publle Library was won by Cass Gllbert of MNew York City on December 22, 1915.

Cass Glibert (1850=1034) had studiad at the Massachusetts Institute of Technofogy and fraveled extan
sively Theough Europe. He worked In the offlces of McKim, Mead and Wnits befors sefting up his own offlice.
Glivert hegan recelving commlsslans for resldences once out on his own, and scon obtained farger Jobs
tnciuding the Minnesota State Capitol In St. Paut (1896) and the New York Customs House (1892). He was
elected +o the presidency of the AIA in 1908 and 1909 and was well respected In hls profession by the +ine
he designed the Detrolt Public Library fn 1915. After belng asked to design the Defrolt Pubtlc Library,
Glinert traveled Yo italy +o revive hls memorles of Renalssancs archltecture.

Glimert had deslgned several other [Tbrarles prior fto the Detrolt Publfc Llbrary, Tncluding the New
Haven Public Library and the $t. Louls Pubile Ulbrary, and had very definlte thoughts on shat a Fibrary
should bes He bel leved that |ibrariss should not only be a reposlttory for books, but a symbel of The
cultural {1fe of +the conmunity.

"+ would be as Improper to house a [lbrary In 2 bullding that was
*it{tterate’ 'n 1+s archltecturs, as To f111 It &1+h books written in an THil=
tearate manners A iibrary should create an anviromant of scholarship and
refinament; 1+ falls I+s purpose as an educative factor 11 1t Ts ofher than a
beautTful buliding."

Excavatlon for the |Tbrary was begun Tn 1915 by the Detrolt constructian firm of trwin and Lalghton.
The structural steel framework was erected by The American Bridgs Companye 8ut by the end of That year, the
LUibrary Commission ran out of meneye rFor the nex? year and one~half, the skeletal frame remalned exposed -
The voters flnally authorized & bond sale In The fall of 1915 snd Carnegle rsfeased hls check for $375,000,
enahiing the iibrary construction to continus.

The plan of the iThrary was altersd and enlarged to accommodats the ¢l ft of the Zurton
Historleal Coilectlon to the Olty of Detrott. The general cosfract for the buliding was awarded o The

Beorge Ae Fuller Company for 3$1,236,320. The cornerstons was fald November 1, 1917, and In March, 1921,
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after sssmingly interming le delays, the building was openad to fhe subfic, having cost thres times The origi-
nal estimate, or 32,500,000 exclusive of the sits.

Planning for additlons o the fiorary began in the 1940s; (¥ ts nof swprlsing, tharafor, that the
ofans by Tass Gilbert, Jr. end Francis J. K@ally are in the stripped classlc style, popufar at that time.
Howaver, the +ime The additions were bull® In the 1960s, the styfe had passed its period of vitality, and
the additions have never gained the reputation of fthe original butiding. The desligners raespected the origi-
nal design oniy in *he cholcs of white marble shesthing; otherw!ss, only the siting of the additions can be
regarded as fortuitous, stnce thay are well set back from the main facade of the original butldiag, and,

tharefore, do not infringe upen it. The flrst two storles of the rear Uass Averue facads of the origlnal
Butiding has been total ly maskad by the additloas: fortumatsly, +his was the least sionificant of the origi-

nal facades, since [+ refiectad the [ibrary stacks focated behind It
Detrolt Ingtitute of Arts

The Detroit Ins+itute of Arts, as It Is known today, grew out of the Detrolt Museum of Art wh fch was
foundad in 188%. The orlainal mussum, the outgrowth of the Art Loan Exhibltion of 1383, was bulft on pro=
party at Jsfferson Averue and Hastings Street and was roal fzed chisfly due +o the efforts of Senator Thomas
W. Palmer and Wititam M. Breariy who helped to ratse the $140,00C for the bullding. Zanadian ardh ttect,
Jamas Salfour of Hamiiton, Ontario, designed the first museum in the Richardsorlan Ronanesqus style and Tis
doors opened o the publfc in 1888. One yaar later, an art school opened in  confunction with the museun.

The first mos® significant donation of a collection came from lames I. Scripps, aditor and pub i1 sher of
+nm Dotrolt Svening News, who gave his sighty old master palatings tn 188% Ufher praninent donors to the
mussum Includsd Charles Lang Fraer, George 5. Sooth, Frederick Stearns, Dexter M. Ferry, Jr., and James
MeMillan.

in 1919, +he new clty charter of the clty of Detrolt established an Ards Commisslons The first com-
missioners were Ralph He Booth, president; Albert Katn, WilTtar J. Gray and Clyde M. Burraighs. Under this
new provision, the Detroi+t Museum of Art and [+s collectlons, with an estimated valfue of 31 miilton wers
turned over to the dify of Datrolt. A+ +his +Ime, the name was formal by changed to the Detroft institute of
Arts, and the Founders' Soclety of the Detrolt Institute of Arts was organized under the presldency of
Daxter M. Ferry, lr. to promote Interest in the arts, to sugment the cotlection and to administer tThe
sndowment fund and encourage future gifts. The city was responsible for the oparational and malintenance
costs of the Instlitutse.

As asrly as 1908, however, because of The need for more space and +he fncreassd pollution cacsed by the
bndustrial ization arcund +he Jefferson Avenue museum, The declsion was made To butid a2 new museum. Witifam
. Wsher, & trustes, Initiated a movement to relocats to the site on Woodward Averue. The site, bounded by
Kirby and Farnswortn/Streets on the north and south and Woodward Avenue and John B Street on Phe east and
wast, was originally twe iots, one swuned by Daxter M. Farry and the sther by Lesnder L. Farnsworth and fater
by Senator Thomas W. Palmer. The cos® of the property was $200,000. The purchase want through In 1909 dus
+o the parserverance of Wil iam 0. Weber and logeph L. Hudson who each personal fy contributed $£0.000 to the
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effort. The new sits for the museum, fogether with the Detroftt Public Library built on the other slide of
Woodward Avenue, would create a new civie and cultural center for the olity.

The first plan for the museym, desligned by the Detrobt firm Donaldson and Meler, was rejected In 1913,
Upon the advice of Albert Kahn, the Arts Commission hired Paul Phifippe Cret In 1922 as architect for the
museum bultding. Boaern in Lyons, France In 1876, Cret gradusted from the Feole des Reanx Arts In Paris In
1901 and by 1903, had come to the United States to Jolbn the faculty of the Univers ity of Pennsy fvanta's
Scehool of Architecture. Befors the Detroit commission, Cret had afready designed the Pan~American Unton
Butlding in Washington, D, and the Central Public Library In Indtanapolis. Oret worked together wlith the
Philadeliphia architectural fiem of Zanizinger, Borie and Medary on the Detrolt project producing over 2,400
drawinas Iacluding 800 working drawlngs.  Ohher local Detrol+ flems assoclatad with the project were Sryant
and De+wifer, Builders: Lson Hermant, sculptor; the VYolgt Compary, decorative sculpture; Gustavs Ketterer,
interior decorstion: Josenh Alleh Enfleld Pottaery and Tils Works; Mary Chase Stration, Pewabic Pottery; and
Samue! Yellin, iron craftsman. The Imposing and monumental structure, begun In 1921 and completed o 1627,
rivated t+s white marble nelghbor acraes the street In beasty.

The inferior olan of Cret's buflding was the product of a cooperative ef fort betresn the architects and
Or. Wilifam H. Valertiner, the Art Director of the Instidute. Dr. Valentiner, an art historian brosgh?t
aver from Germany by Ralph He Booth, became art adviser for the Insthhete In 1921 and director In 192 4.
Sret and Valentiner worked together b determining the spatial organization of the galleries and tThe storage
adminlistrative and malintenance areas. The plan called for "period roums®™ in order to exhibl+ palntings
togethar with the furniture and decorative objects of the same perilod. The bul iding design also ncor-
sorated a lacture hall and an auditortum seating 1200 pecnfe. Cretis philosophy behind The design was to
create 2 visvally exeitTing Interior, one that would stinufate The visitor by the use of a farge varisty of
matartals, small, intimete galierfes which reprasented different hisforicst styies, and open air spaces.
This ldeclogy was contrary To the conventlonal museum design of long, monctonars sky-{i+ gal larles. Cretls

wal l~organized plan achleves I+s primary purpose of displaying works of arf «ithout neglecting the space
necsssary for musegm administration, storage and phys teal plant.

The Institute underwent a steady perfod of growth during the next three decadas under the directorships
of Yalentiner, Edgar P. Richardson, and Willls F. Woods. The vaiue of the gifts and acquisitlons made To
the collectlions was estimated at over $5 mitlion. Sone of the more important contributlons were the gifts
of Dextar Mo Farry, dr.'s collection of nineteenth century Amerlcan paintings, and Robert H. Tannahl] s
collsction of Ameriecan decorative arts and French Impresslionist paintings. In 1931, Diego Rivera was con-
missianad o create a series of frescoes for the enclosed fountais cosrt. These were a gift of Mr. and Mrs.
Tdsal 8. Ford o the cliy of Datrolt. The only stipulation was thet the theme be refated to Detrolt, and
+husiy, Rivers chose as his theme the manufacture of the automoblle. Today, thess frescoas are cons idered
ta be one of Detroit's greatest treassurss. in 1994, the Archives of American Art was estalished at The
institute to collect ard research documents pertalning to Americsn artists and artisans. The Institute also
subiishas two periodicals, The Art Quarteriy, & schofarly journat, and the Aulletin of the Detroit Institute
of Arts, a monthiy newsistter. '

By the early 1960s, the collection and adminishative space regulrements had al ready outgrown the
hutlding, so 2 $7-6 miilion expansion plan was presented to City Council cabiing for two new wings to add
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aver 190,000 sguare faet to the museum, It was approved under the agreement that the ofty would provide
half of the funds for the constructlon costs, and that the Founders® Soclety would ralse the other half.
The Detrolt architectural firm of Harley, Ellington, Cowin and Stirton was hired with Gunnar Blirkerts as
daston consultant. Ofher buildings by This firm (nclude the Cify-County Butldieg tn Detrott and the State
Pepartment Puiiding ia Washington, D.C.  In 1965, the South Wing which added Thirty-eight new gallerltes was
complated and ground was broken for The new North Wing, which provided more offices, & [lbrary, cafeferia
and additional gallery space. The two fwin wings are successful in thelr design because, rather Than come
pating with the original Cret bubtding, they snhance tts beauty with thelr dark granite facing emphasizing
+he whits marbie of the original. The additions sre pralseworthy not only for *hefr flaxible Intertor spa-
+tial favouts, but primartly for the fact that they ars conplimentary o and non-competitive with The Beaux
Arts butblding.

Horace H. Rackham Education Memorial Butliding

Tae cuftural center remafned unchanged unt!l the constructlion of the Horace He Rackham Education
Memorial Buliding in 1940-47. The Rackham Buliding was plannes to provide guarters for the Enginsering
Soctety of Defrolt, +the worid's fargest reglonal soclaty of engineers, scientists and ardiitects; and *he
University of HMichigan Extension Service. Constructlon began In July of 1240 and the buliding was ready for
occupancy in the fail of 1341. Deslgned by Deholt ardchtacts Hartfey, Effington, and Day, the Rackhan
Bullding was a gift to the University of Michligan and the engineering and scientific communlty of Michigan
by +he Morace H. Rackham and Mary A. Rackham Fund. The butfding fs an outsanding example of strippad
clasaical dasign popular in the 1240's and it completed +the fric of Detroitts most lmpraesshe mes g men al
autldings.

Horace H. Rackham was born in Harrison Township, Macomb Sounty, Michigan on June 27, 1858, Rackhem
araduated from Lasite High School In Lestie, Michigan in 1878 and moved o Detfrott the following year fo
work at varicus Jobs and study law at night. He was admltted to the bar In Wayne County In 1884 and Imme-
diately startad a law practica. In 1886 he married Mary A Horton of Fenton, Michlgan.

His sktlf and reputation as a lawyer grew. In 1903, Rackham and his partner lohn W. Anderson drew up
the incorporation papers for the projscted Ford Motor Company. The partners had a chance to bwest in The
new company. Though advised agalinst I+, Rackham beflieved that an tnvestment in the Ford Mutor Company
migh® be profitale and borrowed money on a four acre farm amd subscribed for fiffy shares of stock at 5100
a share. This was at! he ever invested In the Ford Motor Company, but 1+ was the foundation of a great for-
+une. in 1913 Rackham retirad from his active practice of law.

During his [ifetime, Rackhan gave anonymousiyv farge sums of money to clvic, educatlonal, and charitafe
asrgantzations. He shunnad publictty and onty thoss close to him knew anything of thess phifanthropies. |t
was nob until after his death that thebr swtent was ravested. Yhen Horace Rackham died lune 13, 1933 the
value of his estate was $295.0768,000. Usder the sticulstion of his wil! B4 vercent of the sstate or
514,000,000 was to creats the Horace H. Rackham and Mary As Rackbem Fund, to be administered for the
foliowing purposes:
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For such benevolent, charitadle, educatlonal, scientific, relfigious and publtc
prposas as bn the Judgment of the trustees wii! promote the health, weifare,
happiness, education, fralning and devel cpment of men, women and children,
particutarly the sick, aged, young, erring, poor, crippied, heiplass, ham
dicapped, unfortunate and under-privilegsd, regard jess of race, color, relfi-
glan or statlon, primariiy in the state of Michligan and elsevhers in the

worl de

Without [Emiting The scope of the above purposes and uses, 1T shall be
Wwithin The scope of the foregoing surposes to use, disburse and expand sald
Fund Itn such a manner as shal !l seem expediant fo ths Trustess for public,
clvic, social and general welfars) better rural and urban living and working
conditlons: the fnculcatlon of thift, Indushry, frugsiity, temperance, self-
rellance, good-cltizenship, and other cardinal virtues, particuiariy among The
young; *he care of the sick, aged and helpless; wholessle recreation for the
paople; the estabiishment, ownership, operaticn and ma I mkenance and/or
asaistance of charlitable, aducational, bensvolant, sclentific, religlous and
the other pubiic activities and Instltutions already or herelnaffer
sstah iished; and study, research and publication. The Trustees shall have the
power to do any and ail such things as fn their judgment wili terd to effec-
tuate the purposes above mentloned; In short to benefit marktad.

Ty administer +his fund Rackham had designated flve persons fo a Board of Trustees. In June 1334, the
exacutive offlces wers ostablished in Ann Arbor, Michligan, where membars of the Unliversily of Michligan
faculty wers avalfable for advisory council. The Board of Trustees was later fncomporatad as a noneprofit
Michigan Trustee Corporation. The grants mads by the trustees for the Horace H. Rackham Educational
Mamorial totalled $1,%00,000 fo cover the cost of the siructure; an additional $1,750,000 was glven by Mrs.

Rackham for the butlding fund and for endowment.

The bullding was planned and built to house the Englneering Soctety of Detrolt and The Un tvers Hy of
Michigan Extension Service. The Engineering Soclety of Detrolt was estarfished in 189% to praonote the
estabtishment of a separate School of Engineering at the Unlversiiy of Michligan. By 1923 the Soclety had
purchased a buliding in Detrolt and hosted the University of Michigan's first of f-campus sxtenslon courses.
Here Datrolt's noted engineers and architects would meet to hear fectures and exchange information and
ideas. Membars Incloded Henry Ford; Fred Zeder, designer of the firet Chrysier automobite; Afex Dow, who
welded privats and pubifc alectric cempantes Into the Defroft Edison Company; The Dodge brothers, earily
automobi e oroducers; Frad Wards!!, who mads and Jost 2 fortune ags the natlonts first producer of vacuum
claanars: Chels Smith, the country's firet production bulbder of Chels Oraft Tuxury hoatss Afhart Kahn,
foremsst fndustrial building designer: and Wiiilan B. Stout, atbroraft deslgner.

Suring the depression, the society was forced ‘o forfeit its homs and meet In renfed headquarters In
the Statfer Hotel. Noting the plight of what was considered the natfon's most sophisticated matepo il tan
technical society, the frustess of the Rackham fund begsn negotiations to fund a permanent tnstitution for
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the society. Trustess at that time Included Bryson Horfon, Rackham®s srofher-in-law, Afex Dow, founder of
Detrolt Edison Company, Edsel Ford, inheritor of his father's conpany, Stardlsh Backus, Chatrman and founder
of Burroughs corporation, and Wil llam Knudsen, heal of General Motors. Negottations were canpiete and land.
#ar the hulflding was purchased In 1939, The buliding stil! serves as the headquarters for Enginsering
Society of Defrobt and the Untverstty of Michlgan Extenslon Service.
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

e n@tional & state I e

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 85—
§65), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signaiure
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| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
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District boundaries have been drawn to include the three earliest buildings in the
Detroit Cultural Central constructed according to the 1913 Cultural Center Pian
while excluding the surrounding buildingsconstructed after the Cultural Center
otan was revised in 1943. The buildings included are similar in scale, character,
materials, sethack and guality of design and workmanship.
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